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L  E  T  T  E  R,  &c. 


I  HAVE  often  wifhed,  learned  Sir, 
that  a  greater  number,  in  our  profef- 
lion,  of  fuch  as  have  been  for  a  confider- 
able  time  engaged  in  extenfive  practice, 
would  leave  behind  them  fome  marks  of 
a  commendable  zeal  to  improve  the  it  art 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  than  at  prefent 
do.  I  mean  not  that  they  fhould  publifii 
fyftems  or  large  treatifes.  This  would 
be  requiring  too  much.  And  perhaps  we 
have  too  many  of  thofe  already.  But 
methinks  there  are  very  few  praftitioners 
of  large  experience,  who  have  not  ob» 
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ferved  feveral  things  within  their  own 
fphere,  worthy  of  being  communicated 
to  the  public,  which  are  not  to  be  met 
with  in  books  mo  ft  commonly  known,  or 
not  fet  forth  fo  clearly  and  fully  as  they 
ought  to  be ;  and  which  might  be  drawn 
up  for  the  prefs  with  no  very  great  la¬ 
bour.  Medicine,  like  other  arts,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  capable  of  further  improvement. 
And  this  is  at  leaft  one  of  the  moft  cer¬ 
tain  and  fpeedy  ways  of  improving  it. 

Our  late  great  phyfician,  the  celebrated 
MEAD,  hath  left  us  a  fhining  example 
of  this  public- fplrited,  and  truly  charitable 
difpofition.  Very  few  phyficians  ever 
were  engaged,  for  fo  many  years  toge¬ 
ther,  in  fo  general,  and  fo  laborious  a 
praftice.  Yet  he  could  find  leifure  from 
time  to  time  to  publifh,  and  republifh 
with,  improvements,  elaborate  and  ufeful 
treatifes,  both  theoretical  and  practical : 
And  at  length  crowned  the  whole,  by 

printings 
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printing,  for  the  good  of  pofterity,  his 
highly  valuable  Monita  &  Pracepta  Me- 
dica. 

Upon  a  principle  of  this  kind,  however 
crampt  both  in  ability  and  opportunities, 

I  ventured  above  twenty  years  ago  to  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  authors  in  our  pro- 
feffion  ;  and  have  publifhed,  at  different 
times,  feveral  finall  trails  on  fuch  parts 
thereof  as  I  was  befl  acquainted  with  ;  by 
the  publication  of  which  I  apprehended  it 
'  was  mod:  in  my  power  to  be  ufeful  to  fo- 
ciety.  My  Effays  having  been  well  re¬ 
ceived  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and, 
which  I  value  myfelf  not  a  little  upon,  in 
a  particular  manner  approved  by  you,  I 
go  on  with  the  greater  chearfuinefs  in  the 
fame  route;  and  fend  you  my  thoughts 
on  a  fubjeft  neither  trite,  nor  unper¬ 
plexed  with  controverfy  ;  a  fubjedl  which 
in  the  courfe  of  my  reading  I  have  not 
found  fo  clofely  canvalfed  as  I  think  its 
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importance  deferves.  I  wilh  my  manner 
of  handling  it  may  pleafe  you  as  well  as 
my  other  Tra&s  have  done.  I  can  affure 
you  pains  and  attention  have  not  been 
wanting  on  my  fide.  Give  me  leave 
then,  Sir,  without  any  farther  preamble 
or  apology,  to  proceed  to  my  purpofe. 

There  are  two  oppofite  opinions  amongft 
Phyficians  concerning  the  effects  which 
Adhefions  or  Accretions  of  the  Lungs  to 
the  Pleura ,  fo  often  found  on  opening 
dead  bodies,  may  have  in  Refpiration. 
The  one,  at  the  head  of  which  we  fhall 
place  the  late  celebrated  Boerhaavey  main¬ 
tains  that  under  certain  circumftances  they 
create  Dyfpncea  or  Afihma ,  to  wit,  if  they 
are  broad,  and  join  together  large  areas 
of  the  furfaces  of  the  lungs  and  pleura. 
The  contrary  dodtrine  is  held  by  his  il- 
luftrious  fcholar,  the  great  phyfiologift  of 
our  times  Baron  Haller  5  whofe  authority 
in  a  point  of  this  kind  is  not  lefs  to  be  re- 
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garded ;  as  he  has  laboured  fo  affiduoufly 
and  fuccefsfully  in  Anatomy,  and  the  ani¬ 
mal  oeconomy ;  and  has  made  fo  many, 
and  fo  important  improvements  on  his 
mailer’s  fyftem.  He  denies  that  any  fuch 
adhefions  can  in  the  lead  contribute  to 
impair  refpiration.  See  his  Elementa  Pby- 
fiologicz  human# ,  Yol.  3.  p.  132. 

It  were  to  be  wilhed  that  this  contro- 
verfy  could  be  clearly  and  fully  decided, 
as  it  concerns  pra&ice  more  than  one  may 
at  firft  view  imagine.  Suppofe,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  we  are  treating  a  perfon  labouring 
under  a  difficulty  of  breathing,  which  ob- 
ftinately  refills  the  mod  powerful  reme¬ 
dies  in  common  practice,  if  fuch  accre¬ 
tions,  as  we  are  confidering,  can  be  no¬ 
wife  indrumental  in  creating,  or  aggra¬ 
vating  this  difeafe,  in  that  cafe  we  are  to 
pay  no  regard  to  them  at  all  5  nor  trouble 
ourfelves  whether  they  exid  or  not ;  but 
diredt  our  curative  views  quite  another 
way.  On  the  other  hand,  if  they  fome- 

times 
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times  create,  or  even  increafe  and  heighten 
dyfpnaea  in  co-operation  with  other  caufes, 
then  we  muft  go  on  with  more  circum- 
fpedtion  ;  and  not  infift  too  obftinately  and 
vehemently  upon  remedies  diredted  againft 
other  fuppofed  caufes  of  the  urgent  fymp- 
toms,  left,  while  we  are  combating  non¬ 
entities,  we  ftiould  harrafs  our  patient, 
not  only  unprofitably,  but  to  his  detri¬ 
ment  :  and  we  ought  to  join  fometimes 
with  other  remedies  fome  means  calcu¬ 
lated  againft  the  bad  effedts  of  fuch  accre¬ 
tions,  if  means  of  this  kind  are  to  be 
found. 

I  am  far  from  prefuming  to  ftand  Um¬ 
pire  between  two  fuch  great  Names  j  but 
only  propofe  in  this  paper  to  fet  forth 
the  arguments  on  both  fides,  in  the  fair- 
eft  and  moil  impartial  manner,  leaving 
you,  Sir,  and  the  reader,  to  judge  for 
yourfelves,  and  (ball  conclude  with  fome 
pradtical  inferences,  which  may  feem  fairly 

deducible 
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deducible  from  what  Is  previoufly  laid 
down. 

Baron  Haller  in  the  above  cited  place  of 
his  juftly  admired  Elements,  after  having 
fully  fhown  from  experiments  and  reafon 
that  in  the  found  living  human  body  there 
is  no  elaftic  air,  of  the  nature  of  our  At- 
mofphere,  within  the  Cavity  of  the  Tho¬ 
rax,  interpofed  between  the  lungs  and  in¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  Pleura ,  draws  the 
following  conclufion,  tc  That  by  the  con- 
verfe  of  this  propofition,  as  air,  when 
it  gets  between  the  Lungs  and  Pleura , 
<c  fuppofe  from  penetrating  wounds  of 
the  Thorax ,  is  hurtful  to  refpiration,  by 
a  parity  of  reafon  the  adhefion  of  that 
*e  Vifcus  to  the  Pleura  is  not  in  the  lead: 
cc  detrimental  to  it,  becaufe  it  excludes  all 
inteipofition  or  air  ;  and  does  not  permit 
<c  the  Lungs  to  recede  from  the  Pleura . 
It  hath  been  obferved  above  (to  wit 
page  12 1  and  122  of  the  fame  volume) 
u  that  fuch  adhefions  are  extremely  fre- 

“  quent 
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“  quent  in  grown-up  perfons.  In  the 
<€  Dorcas ,  (Antilope)  a  fwift  animal,  the 
44  Lungs  were  found  adhering  to  the 
44  Pleura  by  the  Paris  Academicians.  And 
44  like  inftances  have  been  met  with,  and 
44  are  recorded  by  many  authors  of  the  beft 
44  credit,  (who  are  cited  in  the  note)  in 
44  the  bodies  of  malefactors,  that  were 
44  executed,  and  others,  who  immediately 
44  before  their  death  breathed  freely  and 
44  well :  infomuch  that  it  has  been  long 
44  the  opinion  of  feveral  celebrated  prac- 
44  titioners,  (whofe  names  are  likwife  fet 
44  down  at  the  bottom  of  the  page)  that 
44  fuch  adhefions  are  entirely  harmlefs.5* 
Thus  far  that  illuftrious  author. 

The  other  opinion,  befides  till  keeping 
in  view  that  fuch  adhefions  are  often  found 
in  afthmatic  bodies,  is  fupported  chiefly  by 
reafonings  drawn  from  the  nature  of  refpi- 
ration,  and  from  the  ftrudture  and  fituation 
of  the  parts  immediately  concerned  in  that 

function.  The  great  perform  whom  we 

have 
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have  reckoned  its  principal  patron,  in  his 
Inftitutions  of  Medicine,  paragraph  835, 
fpecifi.es  “  broad  accretions  of  the  lungs 
<c  to  the  Pleura  as  one  of  the  many  caufes 
€c  of  Dyfpncea  or  AJlhmaP  And  in  his 
preledlions,publifhed  by  Halier,  explaining 
this  pafiage,  he  briefly  fays,  £tf  in  this  cafe, 
£C  while  the  Thorax  is  enlarging  (/.  e.  dur- 
ing  infpiration)  the  lungs  cannot  de- 
u  fcend,  and  follow  the  diaphragm ; 
<c  whence  an  incurable  difficulty  of 
<c  breathing  arifesA  And  in  his  public 
ledlures  on  the  difeafes  of  the  nerves,  very 
lately  printed,  there  is  the  following  paf¬ 
fage.  ££  The  reafon  why  the  lungs  do 
££  not  grow  or  adhere  to  the  Pleura  (in  a 
<c  natural  ftate)  is  becaufe  there  is  then 
££  a  moifture  interpofed  betwixt  them  ; 
*c  where  that  is  wanting,  accretions  form  3 
££  and  thefe  patients,  before  their  death, 
££  labour  under  intolerable  AJlhma And 
this  is  all  I  can  find  relating  to  this  mat¬ 
ter  in  his  works. 
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In  order  to  do  what  juftice  we  can  to 
this  opinion  in  its  turn,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  lay  b  f  >re  the  reader  fome  things 
concerning  reipiration  in  general,  in  which 
both  fides,  and  I  believe  all  intelligent 
phyliologifts  are  now  agreed. 

In  infpiration  the  cavity  of  the  Thorax 
is  enlarged  by  the  ribs  being  pulled  up 
towards  the  firft,  and  at  the  fame  time 
bent  outwards,  while  the  Sternum  is  pu di¬ 
ed  outwards  and  forwards,  and  fomewhat 
upwards.  This  is  effected  chiefly  by  the 
intercoftal  mufcies,  the  external,  at  le&ft, 
if  not  likewife  the  internal.  But  it  is  alfo 
enlarged  by  the  a&ion  of  the  diaphragm, 
which  being  rendered  plainer  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  its  flefhy  fibres,  makes  the  Tho¬ 
rax  longer  and  deeper.  And  in  natural 
and  healthy  refpiration,  the  diaphragm 
contributes  much  more  to  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  Thorax ,  than  the  change  made 
on  the  poiition  of  the  ribs  and  Sternum t 
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Its  action  is  greater  in  males  than  in  fe¬ 
males. 

In  expiration  the  capacity  of  the  Thorax 
is  diminished  by  the  cartilages  of  the  ribs 
reftoring  themfelves  by  their  eladicity, 
and  reducing  the  ribs  together  with  the 
Ster  num  to  their  f  rmer  pofition  ;  and  by 
the  ceffation  of  the  aCtion  of  the  dia¬ 
phragm,  while  the  mu'cles  of  the  Abdo¬ 
men ,  then  ading  in  their  turn,  befides 
their  contributing  to  the  depreflion  of  the 
ribs,  pufh  its  middle  part  into  the  Thorax , 
and  render  it  convex,  thus  Shortning  and 
encroaching  on  its  cavity. 

By  this  mechanifm  principally  the  air 
is  alternately  drawn  into,  and  expel  ed 
out  of  the  lungs,  in  healthy  refpiration. 

In  all  the  different  Slates  of  the  Thorax, 
in  all  the  intermediate  degrees  of  its  ca¬ 
pacity  from  the  greateft  enlargement  to 
the  narrowed  contraction,  the  Lunes 

o 
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equally  accommodate  their  volume  to  its 
cavity,  by  their  diftention  or  conftridtion, 
thus  keeping  it  conftantly  and  uniformly 
full 

» 


There  is  no  elaflic  air  interpofed  be¬ 
tween  the  furfaces  of  the  lungs  and  Pleura , 
in  a  ftate  of  health.  Tho’  this  hath  been 
much  controverted  of  late  5  yet  it  is  prov¬ 
ed  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  great  phy- 
fiologift  above  named,  as  hath  been  al¬ 
ready  mentioned.  The  lungs  and  Pleura 
conftantly  remain  almoft  quite  contiguous 
to  each  other  ;  there  being  only  an  un~ 
elaftic  moift  vapour  in  fmall  quantity  be¬ 
twixt  them. 


Thefe  things  being  laid  down,  it  may 
be  urged  in  favour  of  the  opinion  which 
we  are  now  confidering,  that  fuppofing 
there  are  broad  clofe  adhefions,  or  rather 
accretions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura,  and 
particularly  in  the  lower  and  under  part 
of  the  Phorax ,  near  where  the  action  of 
4  the 
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the  diaphragm  is  exercifed,  in  that  cafe 
the  lungs,  during  infpiration,  cannot  de¬ 
fend  fo  freely,  and  fo  far  as  if  they  were 
wholly  detached.  At  the  fame  time  the 
diaphragm,  it  would  appear,  cannot  have 
its  full  fcope  of  play,  becaufe  there  will 
be  a  lefs  quantity  of  air  drawn  into  the 
thorax,  the  lungs  not  being  fo  much  in¬ 
flated,  as  they  are  when  in.  a  free  natural 
ft  ate.  And  when  the  'Thorax  is  as  much 
enlarged  as  the  defcent  of  the  lungs  will 
permit,  infpiration  breaks  cff;  the  dia¬ 
phragm  ceafes  to  act,  and  exfpiration  fuc- 
ceeds.  But  while  that  goes  on,  the  dia- 
phragm  cannot  be  pufhed  fo  freely  and 
iar  into  the  Thorax  as  in  a  found  date,  by 
the  mufcles  of  the  Abdomen  prefling  the 
fcomach  and  liver  again  ft  it,  becaufe  the 
lungs  being"  fixed  to  the  Pleura  mu  ft  in 
fome  meafure  re  lift  its  afcent :  fo  that,  it 


would  appear,  the  motion  of  that  impor¬ 
tant  mufcle  mu  ft  be  crampt  in  both  ft  ages 
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of  breathing: 
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Now  as  the  diaphragm  in 
contributes  more  to  the 
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change  of  the  capacity  of  the  'Thorax  than 
all  the  other  caufes  put  together,  it  would 
feem  almoft  certain,  that  when  its  motion 
both  upwards  and  downwards  is  thus  con¬ 
fined,  the  due  facility  of  refpiration  mud 
be  proportionably  clogged  and  impaired. 

The  greateft  difficulty  attending  this 
opinion  arifes  from  broad  and  clofe  adhe- 
fions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura  having 
not  been  feldom  met  with  in  bodies  where 
refpiration  had  not  been  obferved  to  be 
affected  at  all.  And  particularly  the  ar¬ 
gument  drawn  from  the  Antilope  appears 
to  me  fo  very  cogent,  that  if  there  was 
reafon  to  believe  fuch  adhefions  are  na¬ 
tural  to  that  fwift  fpecies  of  animals,  I 
fihould  give  it  up  as  altogether  untenable. 
But  looking  into  Pitfield’s  tranflation  of  the 
French  Memoirs,  (for  the  original  is  hard 
to  come  at  in  the  country)  I  there  find  it 
.exprefly  remarked  that  they  were  found 
only  in  one  Antilope  out  of  five  that  were 
opened.  They  therefore  may  be  fairly 

deemed  morbid,  and  for  that  reafon  the 

inference 
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inference  drawn  from  them  feems  to 
lofe  the  principal  part  of  its  drength. 

But  let  us  try  what  may  be  further 
offered  towards  folving,  or  at  lead:  (often- 
ing  this  difficulty.  There  is  mod  cer¬ 
tainly  a  confiderable  latitude  even  in  good 
and  laudable  refpiration  5  and  many  de¬ 
grees  intervene  between  the  mod  perfect 
kind  of  breathing,  fuch,  for  example,  as  is 
requifite  in  the  fwift  runner  of  a  long 
race,  the  tumbler  and  the  pod  are- loa¬ 
der  ;  and  that  which  may  be  tolerably 
commodious  in  a  fedentary  life,  in  cor¬ 
pulency,  or  in  old  age  5  fo  that  there  may 
fubdd  impediments  to  the  former  with¬ 
out  remarkably  incroaching  upon,  or 
hindering  the  la  ter  ;  and  accretions  of  the 
lungs  to  the  Pleura  may  be  one  fpecies  of 
them.  There  are  a  great  many  conditions 
neceffary  to  conditute  faultlefs  refpiration  ; 
and  it  one  only  is  wanting,  while  all  the 
red  remain  in  high  perfection,  the  in¬ 
convenience  arifing  from  that  defeCt  may 

be 
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be  fcarce,  if  at  all  perceptible.  I  have 

4 

feen  a  fheep,  while  it  was  dragging  to 
llaughter,  exert  great  agility,  as  well  as 
flrength,  in  order  to  fave  itfelf,  difcover- 
ing  no  figns  of  confined  or  impaired  re- 
fpiration.  When  it  has  been  killed  there 
have  appeared  in  its  lungs,  great  num¬ 
bers  of  hydatids,  many  of  them  of  the 
fize  of  fmall  cherries.  And  butchers  in¬ 
form  me  that  this  appearance  is  frequent. 
Will  it  thence  follow  that  fuch  tumors 
are  not  to  be  numbered  amongft  the 
caufes  of  Dyfpncea  ?  See  in  the  Sepnl- 
chretum  of  Bonetus  an  obfervation  per¬ 
fectly  appofite  here  ;  in  which  fuch  hy¬ 
datids  were  the  foie  caufe  of  an  intoler¬ 
able  Dyfpncea  in  a  great  cardinal,  which 
proved  fatal 


We  took  notice  above  that  women  ufe 
the  diaphragm  in  refpiration  lefs  than  men. 
Tins  is  a  moft  wife  proyifion  in  nature, 
as  it  enables  them  during  pregnancy,  efpe- 


*  Lib*  2.  Se£t.  i.  Obfervat.  33,  Editionis  Mange  f. 
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dally  in  its  lafl  months,  to  breathe  cotn- 
modioufly,  tho’  the  diaphragm  then  can 
fcarce  a 61  at  all,  being  fo  ftrongly  prefled 
upwards  by  the  diflended  uterus.  It  would 
therefore  appear  highly  probable  that  ac¬ 
cretions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura  are 
attended  with  much  lefs  inconveniency  in 
the  female,  than  in  the  male  fex. 

Moreover  it  may  be  alleged  that  when 
fuch  accretions  are  formed  very  early  in 
life,  while  the  ribs  and  their  cartilages 
are  dudtile  and  flexible,  and  in  confe- 
quence  the  Thorax  is  more  eafily  dilatable 
by  the  adtion  of  the  intercoftal  mufcles, 
their  bad  effedts  will  be  lefs,  than  when 
they  firft  take  place  in  advanced  years, 
when  all  the  parts  are  more  ftiff  and  ri¬ 
gid,  and  lefs  obedient  to  the  efforts  of  the 
moving  powers.  In  fuch  a  cafe  a  boy  may 
gradually  be  accuftomed  to  breathe  as  girls 
do,  that  is  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  the 
motion  of  the  diaphragm  by  a  greater 
rifing  of  the  ribs  and  Sternum  in  infpira- 
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tion ;  and  that  habit  in  time  may  become 
'  natural. 

Laflly,  It  may  be  added  that  they  will 
be  lefs  hurtful  when  they  are  formed  very 
flowly,  than  when  brought  on  in  a  very 
fhort  time,  as  by  a  pleurify  or  a  peri- 
pneumony.  In  the  latter  cafe  the  confld- 
tution  will  be  as  it  were  furprifed,  and 
greater  difturbances  enfue.  In  the  former, 
it  will  gradually  accommodate  itfelf  to  the 
evil,  and  ufe  the  beft  means  in  order  to 
mitigate  its  bad  confequences,  within  the 
power  of  its  own  organifm. 

We  lhall  next  briefly  run  over  fuch  ob~ 
fervations  recorded  in  the  abovementioned 
Sepulchretum ,  as  feem  not  a  little  to  favour 
•  Boerhaave’s  opinion.  We  {hall  take  no¬ 
tice  only  of  thofe,  which  appear  highly 
pertinent;  paffing  by  many  that  might 
be  adduced,  were  we  difpofed  to  make 
ufe  of  dubious  and  partial  arguments. 
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The  firft  we  fhall  mention  is  the  cafe 
of  a  boy,  who  was  cut  off  at  the  age  of 
five,  by  an  acute  pulmonary  diftemper, 
attended  with  great  difficulty  of  breathing. 
He  had  been,  when  in  his  beft  health, 
conftantly,  and  remarkably  afthmatic  up¬ 
on  running,  or  any  other  quick  motion. 
His  lungs  were  found  adhering  firmly  to 
the  diaphragm  by  the  left  lobe.  The 
right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  larger  than 
common  ;  and  (luffed  with  a  grofs,  corn- 
pad,  white  fubflance,  like  lard.  The 
preternatural  ftate  of  the  auricle  was,  no 
doubt,  the  caufe  of  his  fwooning,  and 
his  languid  fluttering  pulfe,  a  little  before 
his  death.  But  the  Dyfpnaa ,  in  my  opi¬ 
nion,  could  fcarce  be  occafioned  by  it,  even 
in  his  lad  illnefs.  A  polypus  of  the  heart 
is  much  apter  to  create  a  palpitation  there, 
than  a  difficulty  of  breathing.  And  much 
lefs,  I  think,  ought  the  purfivenefs  upon 
quick  motion,  when  in  his  ufual  health, 
to  be  impgted  to  that  caufe.  It  remains 
then  only,  one  would  think,  to  afcribe  his 
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bad  refpiration  to  the  adhefion  of  his  lungs 
to  the  diaphragm 

Under  one  head  are  ranged  nine  inflan- 
ces,  and  briefly  rehearfed ;  in  all  which  it 
would  appear  that  adhefions  of  lungs  to 
the  Pleura  were  the  only  preternatural  ap¬ 
pearances,  that  could  account  for  the  Dy- 
fpncea,  which  proved  fatal  in  them ;  as 
no  other  are  noted  •j'*. 

And  to  mention  only  one  more,  in  the 
body  of  a  woman,  who  died  in  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  and  was  afthmatic,  the  like  ftrong 
accretions  were  found  ;  and  both  the  lobes 
of  the  lungs  were  of  a  preternatural  co¬ 
lour.  More  is  not  faid.  It  would  appear 
that  in  this  cafe  likewife  the  accretions 
were  (at  leaf!  in  a  great  meafure)  the  caufe 
of  the  difeafe 

*Lib.  2.  Seft.  i.  Obfervat.  6l.  Edit.  Manget. 

f  Ibid.  Obfervat.  64. 

J  Ibid.  Obfervat.  65. 
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This  is  the  fubflance  of  what  I  can 
think  of  in  favour  of  the  doflrine  of  my 
ever  honoured  mafter :  which  however  I 
have  offered  the  more  diffidently,  becaufe 
it  clafhes  with  the  fentiments  of  the  other 
illuftrious  writer,  who  is  fo  much  my  fu- 
perior;  from  whofe  elaborate  works  I 
have  learned,  and  daily  learn  fo  much  ; 
who  by  his  indefatigable  and  well  conduct¬ 
ed  induftry  has  contributed,  and  ft  ill  conti¬ 
nues  to  contribute,  towards  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  true  medicine,  at  leaf!:  as  much  as 
any  ope  perfon  now  living. 

I  proceed  to  offer  fome  practical  in¬ 
ferences  from  what  hath  been  faid  ;  which 
was  my  principal  intention  in  drawing  up 
this  fhort  fketch.  Suppofing  then,  or  tak¬ 
ing  it  for  granted,  that  accretions  of  the 
lungs  to  the  Pleura  fometimes  create  or 
increafe  Dyjpncca  or  AJlhma ,  let  us  firfl 
enquire  from  what  fgns  and  appearances 
it  may  moft  probably  be  concluded  that 
fuch  accretions  actually  exift  in  any  parti¬ 
cular 
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cular  cafe  of  Dyfpncea  or  JJlhma  which  we 
may  have  occafion  to  treat.  I  fay  moft  pro¬ 
bably,  for  1  doubt  whether  any  that  are 
ftrictly  demonftrative  can  be  had.  Such 
an  enquiry  however  is  neceflary,  that  the 
indications  of  cure  may  be  formed  and 
profecuted  accordingly. 

Before  I  enter  upon  this  difquifition,  let 
me  lay  it  down  as  a  preliminary,  that  a 
full,  regular,  and  every  way  feemingly 
commendable  pulfe  furnifhes  no  material 
argument  againft  the  exigence  of  fuch  ac¬ 
cretions.  This  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
noted  hiftorv  of  a  very  common  difeafe  fo 
accurately  deferibed  by  Boerhaave  ;  where 
tho’  there  were  great,  and  clofe  adhefions 
of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura ,  from  the  top 
of  the  Thorax  to  its  bottom ;  tho’  there 
was  over  and  above  a  huge  fteatoma- 
tous  tumor  within  the  cavity  of  the  Tho¬ 
rax*  weighing  near  feven  pounds,  yet  all 
along  the  pulfe  appeared  completely  fault- 

left; 
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lefs  till  a  very  little  before  the  afflicted 
nobleman’s  death  *. 

This  admonition  being  premifed,  if  in 
the  cafe  before  us  no  other  local  caufe  of 
Dyfpncea  is  clearly  pointed  out ;  if  that 
fymptom  is  not  fenfibly  diminished  by  any 
of  the  remedies  found  moft  generally  ef¬ 
fectual  for  that  purpofe  in  common  prac¬ 
tice;  or  by  any  means  directed  againft  o- 
therparticular  caufes,  that  may  moft  reafon- 
ably  be  fufpcCted;  in  this  precife  fituation  a 
circumfpeCt  practitioner,  who  believes  that 
accretions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura  can 
ever  hurt  refpiration,  will  think  of  them, 
were  it  upon  no  other  account  than  to 
form  his  prognoftic.  He  will,  with  rea- 
fon,  be  the  more  inclinable  to  entertain 
a  belief  of  their  existence,  if  be  obierves 
the  patient  s  refpiration  to  be  performed 
chiefly  by  the  motion  of  the  Thorax, 
with  little  or  no  affiftance  from  the  dia- 
phiagm,  and  mufcles  of  the  Jlbdotncn  : 

*  Atrocis  rariffimique  morbi  hiftoria  altera. 
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To  which  let  me  add,  if  there  is  a  remark¬ 
able  freedom  from  cough.  This  thought 
was  fuggefted  to  me  by  what  I  obferved 
above  thirty  years  ago  in  the  body  of  a 
boy  about  fix  or  feven  years  old ;  in 
which  the  lungs  were  found  clofely  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  Pleura  all  round.  This 
child  died  atrophical  ;  and  appeared  to 
have  no  remarkable  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing.  But  he  had  been  confined  to  his 
chamber,  and  fibred  very  little,  long  be¬ 
fore  I  was  called  ;  and  kept  his  bed  moft- 
ly  while  I  attended  him.  But,  which 
appeared  to  me  moil  extraordinary,  he 

never  was  obferved  fo  much  as  once  to 

»  .  .  ' 

have  coughed  during  his  ilinefs.  His 
voice  was  all  along  remarkably  clear,  and 
even  (brill.  Thefe  particulars  I  remem¬ 
ber  very  diftindtly,  as  they  then  made  a 
ftrong  imprtffion  upon  me,  tho’  I  cannot 
now  fo  clearly  recollecfi  the  other  circum- 
ftances  of  his  cafe.  But  that  no  more 

ftrefs  may  be  laid  upon  a  fiory  told  fo  im¬ 
perfectly 
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perfectly,  than  it  deferves,  let  us  confider 
the  nature  of  the  thing. 

✓ 

Coughing  is  occasioned  by  fomething 
irritating  the  lungs,  their  Bronchia  and 
vehicles ;  the  diaphragm,  the  Trachea , 
and  its  larger  branches ;  the  Larynx  ^ 
and,  upon  the  account  of  its  vicinity,  the 
Pharynx  alfo:  to  which  let  me  add  the 
Gefophagits  s  and  perhaps,  in  home  cafes, 
the  ftomach.  It  is  executed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner.  There  is  fir  ft  a  more 
than  ordinary  effort  of  infpiration  made  j 
and  particularly  the  diaphragm  is  ftrong- 
]y  pulled  down,  prefling  the  liver  and 
ftomach  before  it,  fo  as  to  make  the 
Abdomen  turgid.  Upon  which  quickly 
fucceeds  a  rapid  contraction  of  the  abdo¬ 
minal  mufcles,  forcibly  drawing  up  the 
Diaphragm,  and  creating  a  hidden  and  vio¬ 
lent  exfpiration,  by  which  the  air  is  ex¬ 
pelled  through  the  Glottis  with  a  noife. 
See  Hallers  Elementa ,  Vol.  3.  p.  300* 
Now  if  the  motion  of  the  diaphragm  is 
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remarkably  confined  by  accretions  of  the 
lungs  to  the  Pleura ,  as  we  have  endea¬ 
voured  to  explain  above,  and  at  the  fame 
time  there  is  no  extraordinary  Stimulus  ail¬ 
ing  upon  the  parts  which  we  have  mention¬ 
ed,  there  will  be  a  remarkable  abfence  of 
cough.  The  execution  of  that  ailion  is 
then  uncommonly  difficult.  And  as  it  is 
partly  fubjedled  to  the  will,  an  uncom¬ 
mon  Stimulus  is  requifite  to  excite  it ; 
and  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  wanting.  In  the 
lamentable  hiftory  above  referred  to 
there  was  indeed  a  cough  from  firft  to 
laid,  notwiihftanding  the  broad  and  clofe 
adhefions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura  :  but 
at  the  fame  time  there  was  a  ftrong  per¬ 
petual  Stimulus  to  excite  it,  to  wit,  the 
compreffion  of  the  left  lobe  of  the  lungs 
into  fo  narrow  a  compafs,  as  to  render  it 
incapable  either  of  tranfmitting  blood  from 
the  heart,  or  of  being  inflated  by  air.  But 
fuch  a  compreffion  is  the  ftrongeft  fpur  to 

*  At  rods  Morbi  Hlfloria# 
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urge  on  a  cough  that  can  be  conceived.  For 
the  air  veffels  of  that  lobe  mud  have  been 
fo  ftrongly  fqueezed,  as  to  make  the  infides 

*  •>  &  *r 

of  their  walls  come  into  mutual  contaft  ; 
which  creates  the  fame  fenfation  and  irri¬ 
tation,  as  if  fome  foreign  fubftance  had 
got  into  their  cavities*  and  roufes  the  whole 
mufcular  power  of  the  'Thorax  and  ab¬ 
dominal  fyftem,  in  order  to  create  a  cough, 
and  fhake  off  the  irritating  caufe. 

But  fuppofing  that  our  pradiitioner  is 
willing  to  ufe  fome  means  that  may  take 
off,  or  at  leaf):  mitigate  the  bad  effects  of 
adhefions  of  the  lungs  to  the  Pleura ,  the 
queftion  remains,  what  means  of  this  kind 
can  be  found  ?  Thofe  authors  (and  Boer- 
haave  among  the  reft)  who  acknow¬ 
ledge  their  extreme  hurtfulnefs,  declare 
the  evils  which  they  bring  on  abfolutely 
incurable.  If  therefore  I  fliould  fet  about 
directing  any  meafures  with  this  view, 
the  pafiage  in  the  poet  might  be  applied 
to  me,  only  by  changing  one  word, 
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/ivia  fanandi  peragro  loca  nullius  ants 

cirita  fob. 

♦ 

And  therefore  Should  I  mifs  my  road  in 
an  unknown  country,  I  might  hope  for 
Some  grains  of  allowance,  fome  excufe  for 
my  error  from  the  equitable  and  good- 
natured.  Let  us  then  fet  out* 

If  there  really  can  be  found  no  practi¬ 
cable  method  of  removing  in  whole  or  in 
part  the  adhefions  or  accretions  in  ques¬ 
tion,  yet  perhaps  fome  fhift  may  be  made 
to  render  their  effedts  not  fo  grievous  and 
intolerable,  as  they  would  otherwife  be. 
To  give  fome  relief  in  deplorable  circum¬ 
stances,  to  gain  time,  and  even  to  render 
death  eafier,  is  doing  no  fmall  Service  to 
our  fellow  creatures.  And  accordingly 
the  great  Vernlarn ,  in  the  work  he  valued 
himfelf  mod  upon,  warmly  exhorts  pby- 
fi cians  to  make  it  a  part  of  their  Study  how 
to  bring  about  the  Euthanajia  exterior 
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In  the  memorable  cafe  before  mention¬ 
ed,  Boerhaave  directed  an  incelfant  appli¬ 
cation  of  flannels  moiftened  with  warm 
deceptions  of  the  moft  emollient  vege¬ 
tables  to  the  ribbs,  their  cartilages  and  the 
Sternum  likewife  fleams  of  the  fame  to 
be  frequently  drawn  in  by  the  mouth  into 
the  air  veffels  of  the  lungs ;  with  an  hu¬ 
mid  lubricating  diet.  This  method  alone 
was  attended  with  fuch  extraordinary  fuc- 
cefs,  that  all  about  the  noble  patient  for 
fome  time  entertained  hopes  of  his  reco¬ 
very.  If  therefore  it  was  fo  effectual  in 
relieving  oppreffed  refpiration,  where  there 
was,  befides  extenfive  accretions  of  the 
lungs  to  the  Pleura ,  a  tumor  weighing 
near  feven  pounds  within  the  cavity  of  the 
Phorax ,  furely  it  cannot  mifs  of  being  fer- 
viceable  where  fuch  accretions  are  the 
foie,  or  the  principal  caufe  of  Dyfpncea. 
By  the  conflant  application  of  warm  re¬ 
laxing  moifture,  the  ribs  and  Sternum 
mufl  be  rendered  more  pliable  and  obe¬ 
dient  to  the  aPtion  of  the  intercoftal 
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mufcles ;  and  the  defed  of  the  motion  of 
the  diaphragm  be  thereby,  in  fome  mea- 
fore,  fupplied.  As  this  method  is  per- 
fedly  fafe,  it  ought  always  to  be  tried 
where  other  remedies  fail.  Nor  is  it 
improper,  whatever  the  caufes  of  Dyfpncea 
may  be,  which  is  no  fmall  recommenda¬ 
tion  of  it. 

As  this  is  but  a  temporary  remedy,  and 
probably,  unlefs  conftantly  ufed,  will  pro¬ 
duce  no  very  lading  good  effeds,  I  have 
been  at  fome  pains  to  think  of  ways  and 
means  that  may  afted  the  principal  caufe, 
to  wit,  the  accretions  themfelves  ;  which 
if  they  fhould  not  be  able  totally  to  difen- 
gage  them,  yet  may  render  them  loofer  and 
more  flexible ;  and  fo  produdive  of  leffer 
inconveniencies.  If  this  could  be  effeded,  it 
would  be  more  than  palliating,  it  would  be 
iubftituting  a  lefs  difeafe  in  the  room  of  a 
greater ;  and  perhaps  with  a  proper  regi¬ 
men  enable  the  patient  to  hold  out  years. 
A  remarkable  diminution  of  the  Dyfpncea* 

thos 
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tho7  falling  confiderably  fhort  of  perfect 
freedom  of  breathing,  may  be  tolerably 
comfortable,  and  perhaps  grow  better  in 
time.  I  fhall  lay  before  you  what  occur* 
red  to  mein  this  refearch. 

Perufing  Dr.  Stork9 s  treatifes  on  the 
virtues  of  Cicuta ,  we  find  that  fchirrufes 
and  cancers,  tho’  firmly  adhering  to  the 
ribs  and  Sternum ,  fo  as  to  feem  growing 
to  them,  and  unmoveable  every  way, 
have  been  often  cured  by  its  extract.  As 
the  cure  goes  on,  the  tumors  become 
more  and  more  moveable  ;  and  at  length 
are  found  perfectly  loofe  and  free.  Now 
while  they  are  fixt  firmly  to  the  adjacent 
bones,  it  would  appear  there  is  fome  kind 
of  adhefion  of  the  membranes  at  their 
bottoms  to  thofe,  which  cover  the  bones, 
pretty  much  of  the  nature  of  the  accre¬ 
tions  of  lungs  to  the  Pleura :  and  there¬ 
fore  I  fhould  think  it  highly  reafonable  to 
give  that  extradc  a  fair  trial,  either  by  it- 
felf,  or  joined  t o  other  refolvent  and  pe- 
8  netrating 
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netrating  medicines,  where  it  is  appre¬ 
hended  that  fuch  accretions  make  a  con^ 
fiderable  part  of  the  difeafe, 

1  am  the  more  inclined  to  expedt  relief 
from  this  remedy,  becaufe  I  find  it  obferved 
that  there  is  fometimes  a  vifcid  humour  a- 
bout  the  Pleura  and  membrane  of  the  lungs, 
which,  it  would  appear, lays  the  foundation 
of  the  accretions.  In  a  caie  recorded  by  1 3o- 
netus  from  Salmutb ,  to  wit,  the  fourth  of 
the  nine  already  referred  to,  it  is  faicfi 
That  in  the  Emperour  Ferdinand  the 
«  lungs  adhered  to  the  Pleura  by  a  vifcid 
«  Pituita ,  which  afterwards  became  gyp- 
feous  And  Valcarengus ,  a  celebrat¬ 
ed  phyfician  of  Cremona ,  in  his  elaoorate 
obfervations  on  epidemical  diftempers,  re¬ 
lates,  that  upon  opening  the  bodies  of 
many,  who  died  of  malignant  pleurifies 
then  raging,  he  found  the  external  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  lungs  as  it  were  plaftered 

over  with  a  vifcid  fubftance,  as  with  s 

«• 
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new  coat,  which  was  fometimes  more 

<*  / 

than  an  inch  thick.  The  patients  ex¬ 
pectorated  very  little,  and  breathed  with 
difficulty.  Their  infpiration  was  more 
uneafy  than  their  exfpiration  But,  as 
the  extract  of  Cicuta ,  according  to  Stork's 
obfervations,  is  found  to  be  the  moft 
powerful  refolvent  of  all  medicines  yet 
known,  may  it  not  be  tried  in  fuch  cafes  ? 

If  the  glutinous  humour,  cementing  the 
accretions,  be  attenuated  and  difperfed, 
may  they  not  be  rendered  more  flexible 
and  yielding,  and  therefore  at  leaft  more 
tolerable,  if  not  completely  cured  ?  May 
not  the  cohering  membranes,  made  thicker 
through  obftrudlion,  when  they  are  be¬ 
come  more  permeable,  become  likewife 
thinner,  and  therefore  more  obfequious 
to  the  motion  of  the  diaphragm  ?  But  this 
I  only  throw  cut  as  a  hint  at  prefent $  fub- 
mitting  it  to  the  candid  and  intelligent. 

*  Medicina  rationalis,  &c.  Autore  Paulo  Valca- 
rengo.  Cremonse,  anno  1737,  4to*  Vid. 

cap.  3. 
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If  I  have  any  thing  hereafter  worthy  of 
being  offered  to  the  public  concerning 
this  matter,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  impart  it. 


I 
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Give  me  leave  upon  this  ocoafion,  before 
I  conclude,  to  offer  Tome  thoughts  con¬ 
cerning  the  manner  of  making  this  ex¬ 
tract.  I  am  throughly  convinced  that  the 
principal  reafon  why  it  hath  often  proved 
ineffectual  in  our  ifland  is  becaufe  it  has  been 
made  when  the  plant  has  been  too  young. 
There  can  be,  I  fliould  think,  no  material 
difference,  in  point  of  medicinal  virtue,  be¬ 
tween  the  Cicuta  growing  fpontaneoufly  in 
Germany ,  and  that  found  in  the  fields  of 
Great  Britain .  The  latitude  of  Vienna 
differs  but  three  degrees  and  feme  minutes 
from  that  of  London .  Great  cures  have 
been  performed  with  that  extract  in  Lou- 
*vain  and  BruJJels .  But  there  two  cities 
are  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude  with  Lon¬ 
don.  In  garden  plants,  a  peculiarity  of  foil, 
and  manner  of  cultivation  may  produce  a 
confiderable  diverfity  of  virtues  in  the  fame 

fpecies.  But,  in  fuch  as  grow  wild,  the 
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variation  of  two  or  three  degrees  can*  in 
my  judgement*  have  a  very  inconfiderable 
efFebt*  if  any  at  ail*  in  a  general  way. 

The  plant  flowers  in  July  *  and  its  ex- 
trail  is  dire  died  by  Dr.  Stork  to  be  made 
before  the  flowers  open.  But  that  is  no 
reafon  why  it  fhould  be  made  two  or  three 
months  fooner.  There  is  a  wide  differ¬ 
ence  between  flalks  and  leaves  new  fprung, 
and  thole  full  grown.  The  one  may  be* 
and  in  fome  inftances  are,  a  mild  agreeable 
falade,  the  other  a  naufeous  medicine.  I 
therefore  take  it  for  granted  that  it  fhould 
not  be  made  (without  neceffity)  before 
the  latter  end  of  May  at  fooneft,  as  it  doth 
not  till  then  acquire  its  full  virofe  odour ; 
and  therefore  is  not  poiiefled  of  its  full  me¬ 
dical  powers. 

If  it  fhould  be  then  and  afterwards  too 
dry  to  yield  juice  enough,  there  can  be 
1  no  harm,  (it  will  even  be  proper*  and  ne- 
ceiiary)  in  adding  water  enough  to  the 
flalks  and  leaves  while  you  are  bruifing 

them* 
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them,  in  order  to  get  ali  the  good  out  of 
the  mafh.  The  water  will  exhale  while 
the  extradl  is  making.  By  finifhing  the 
evaporation  in  the  fun,  which  is  then  ftrong, 
(if  the  weather  be  dry)  an  Empyreuma  in 
the  preparation  will  be  effectually  avoided. 

In  this  manner,  about  the  twentieth  of 
laft  May,  I  made,  for  my  own  fatisfadtion, 
an  ounce  of  it,  which  perfectly  anfwered 
the  character! dies  required  by  Stork-,  to 
wit,  it  was  not  black  and  tough,  but  of 
a  dark,  greenifli  hue,  feme  what  crumoiy 
if  dry  enough,  without  Empyreuma ,  but 
of  a  very  particularly  difagreeable  fmell, 
nearly  refembling  that  of  houfe-mice. 

I  remain. 

Worthy  Sir, 

Tour  mojl  refpeclfnl , 

Obedient  Servant , 

i  s 

junh’sECW-  ■  Malcolm  Flemyng. 
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VINDICATION,  £gV. 

I  Little  expedred  I  fhould  ever  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  make  any  Apology  for,  or  any 
defence  of  the  foregoing  Letter.  I 
thought  I  had  therein  expreffed  my 
meaning  fo  clearly  that  it  could  not  be 
mifunderftood,  and  fo  cautioufly,  I  might 
fay  modeftly,  that  no  umbrage  could  well 
be  taken.  And  I  apprehended  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  utility  might  accrue  to  practition¬ 
ers  in  Phyfic,  and  through  them  to  fo- 
ciety,  from  my  making  the  effay  public. 
If  the  utility  fhould  be  but  fmall,  the 
pamphlet  is  but  flhort,  and  can  take  up 
very  little  of  the  reader’s  time.  And  I 
thought  I  had  fome  reafpn  for  appre¬ 
hending  fo,  becaufe  I  found,  or  fancied  I 
found  myfelf  fome  what  improved  by  the 
pains  I  had  taken  in  drawing  it  up.  For 
I  am  not  afhamed,  after  a  more  than  five 
and  thirty  years  practice,  never  unattend¬ 
ed  with  ftudy,  to  own  that  I  learn  daily 
jfomething  in  my  profeflion ;  and  hope  to 
do  fo  as  long  as  I  exercife  it.  Ars  longaf^ 
vita  brevis . 

G  But 
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But  quite  the  reverfe  hath  happened* 
The  Critical  Rewiewer  for  Auguft  laft, 
the  month  in  which  my  pamphlet  was 
firft  published,  after  acknowledging  “  the 
*c  fubjeCt  to  be  of  fome  importance,  be- 
caufe  it  is  ftill  matter  of  debate  among 
“  the  learned,”  adds,  cf  this  is  more 
*c  than  we  can  fay  of  the  Doctor’s 
“  Pamphlet,”  which  is,  in  plain  Englifh, 
condemning  it  as  entirely  infignificant. 
And  this  his  fentence  he  fupports  fole- 
ly  by  confident  aflertions,  without  the 
leaft  detail  of  reafoning  to  back  them. 
Whether  this  be  a  right  critical  way  of 
reviewing  a  literary  production,  let  the 
unbiafled  judge  :  I  am  fure  it  is  not  a  logi- 
cal  one. 

My  duty  to  myfelf,  as  well  as  to  the 
public,  which  fhould  have  no  infignifi¬ 
cant  fluff  obtruded  on  it,  compels  me, 
however  unwilling,  to  defend  my  eflay 
againft  this  redoubted  critic  in  mafque- 
rade,  this  felf-eleCted  dictator  in  medicine, 
in  the  belt  manner  I  can.  In  the  courfe 
of  my  defence,  1  fhall  have  opportunities  of 
examining  into  the  truth  and  confiftency 
of  his  aflertions ;  and,  if  he  meets  with 
any  thing  therein  harfher  than  he  could 
with,  let  him  blame  himfelf  for  being  the 
aggrefibr. 

Si 
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*>•  — —  Si  did  urn  in  Se  in  dementias 

Exijlimavit  ejje ,  fic  exijiimet 

Refponfum ,  non  did  urn  ejje,  quia  Itefit  prior . 

Who  my  aritagoxlift  is,  I  neither 
know,  nor  delire  to  know ;  and  there¬ 
fore  I  hope  nothing  in  this  paper  will  be 
conftrudted  as  perfonal :  I  have  only  to  do 
with  an  ideal  character. 

The  Reviewer  acknowledges  the  fub- 
jedt  “  to  be  of  fome  importance,  becaufe 
“  it  is  ftill  matter  of  debate  among  the 
u  learned.5’  I  can  help  him  to  another 
reafon,  which  is  a  much  better  one,  to 
wit,  becaufe  it  hath  a  necelfary  connex¬ 
ion  with  the  rational  practice  of  phyfic; 
as  I  have  clearly  fhown  in  page  5th  and 
6th  of  the  Letter;  to  which  I  refer  my 
reader.  Learned  men  have  very  often 
had  long-winded  dilputes  upon  points  of 
little  Or  no  confequence  :  but  every  thing 
relating  to  medical  practice,  however 
fmall  in  proportion  to  the  whole  body  of 
the  art,  is  important,  becaufe  it  concerns 
the  life  and  health  of  a  rational  creature, 
and  in  the  courfe  of  years,  may  affedt  an  in¬ 
definite  number  of  individuals.  This  con- 
fideration,  however  material,  however  fe- 
rioufly  urged  in  the  Letter,  the  Reviewer 
hath  thought  proper  entirely  to  omit. 

But  my  pamphlet,  fays  he,  is  altoge¬ 
ther  unimportant,  or  infignificant,  i€  be- 

G  a  **  cauf« 
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caufe  I  have  advanced  nothing  decifive 
“  in  it.”  The  reader  is  here  earneftly 
intreated  attentively  to  confider  the 
fcope  thereof,  as  declared  in  my  own 
words:  “  I  only  propofe  in  this  paper  to 
“  fet  forth  the  arguments  on  both  ddes 
“  in  the  faired:  and  rnoft  impartial  man- 
“  ner ;  leaving  the  reader  to  judge  for 
himfelfr  and  (hall  conclude  with  fome 
<c  practical  inferences,  which  may  feem 
fairly  deducible  from  what  is  previouf- 
“  ly  laid  down.”  It  is  the  duty  of  a  ra¬ 
tional  phyfician,  who  undertakes  every 
cafe  that  occurs,  to  fettle  this  point  with¬ 
in  his  own  mind,  to  wit,  whether  Ad- 
heiions  of  the  Lungs  to  the  Pleura  affedt 
Relpi ration,  fo  as  to  create  or  encreafe 
Dyfpnoea,  or  not ;  becaufe  his  condudt  in 
the  treatment  of  that  fymptom  mud:  be 
regulated  accordingly  ;  that  is,  it  mud:  be 
affedted  differently,  as  he  favours  this  or 
that  fide  of  the  queflion.  There  is  no  neu¬ 
trality  to  be  obferved  here ;  one  of  the 
fides  he  mud:  choofe.  And  therefore,  to 
lay  before  the  reader  the  arguments  pro 
and  con .  impartially,  mud:  be  of  fome  ufe 
and  importance :  and  no  writer,  that  I 
know  of,  had  ever  attempted  to  do  this 
before.  Perhaps  the  difpute  cannot  be 
decided  with  abfolute  clearnefs  and  cer¬ 
tainty.  But  even  in  that  cafe,  the  pru¬ 
dent 
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dent  phyfician  will  be  directed  by  the 
higher  degree  of  probability  :  and  not 
feldom,  in  difficult  and  intricate  cafes, 
there  is  no  other  way  but  this  left  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in ;  which  the  Reviewer,  if  he  is  a 
practitioner,  no  doubt  knows;  fo  that, 
even  if  nothing  dechive,  (properly  and 
ftridtly  fpeaking,)  had  been  advanced  in 
my  pamphlet,  it  deferved  a  better  recep¬ 
tion  at  his  hands.  i 

But  1  maintain  that  there  is,  at  leaft 
with  refpedt  to  our  Reviewer,  fomething 
decifive  advanced  in  it ;  and  ffiall  prove  it 
by  his  own  words.  “  Haller ,  fays  he, 
cc  confirms  his  fen ti meats,  not  only  by 
t  “  phyfiological  reafonings,  but  by  ana- 
“  tomical  remarks,  which  feem  to  de- 
termine  clearly  in  his  favour.55  So  that 
by  fomething  contained  in  my  pamphlet, 
(the  declared  purport  of  which  is  to  ftate 
.  impartially  the  arguments  on  both  fides) 
the  Reviewer  is  made  a  profelyte  to  Hal¬ 
ler's  opinion.  This  is  indeed  a  manifeft 
inconiifiency  in  him,  which  let  him  get 
rid  of  if  he  can.  However  that  be,  it 
1  was  ill  judged,  and  unbecoming  our  vi¬ 
gilant  Annalift  of  Literature,  to  give  his 
readers  fo  unfavourable  an  impreffion  of 
my  Letter,  as  might  fcare  them  from  pur- 
chafing,  or  even  looking  into  it ;  and  fo 
preclude  them  from  reaping  the  fame 

benefit 
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benefit  from  Haller  §  arguments  he  him- 
felf  had  done :  efpecially,  as  they  were 
publifhed  for  the  firft  time,  only  the  year 
before,  at  Laufanne  in  Switzerland,  and 
had  never  been  put  into  Englifh  till  my 
pamphlet  appeared.  And  it  feems  to 
me  highly  probable,  (I  fhould  be  forry 
however  to  wrong  him)  that  this  was  the 
very  firft  time  he  faw  them  himfelf  j 
home  publifhed  books  being  the  principal 
game  he  flies  at :  for  methinks  he  would 
icarcely  have  taken  particular  notice  of 
the  Angle  paragraph,  in  which  thefe  ar¬ 
guments  are  all  contained,  in  a  quarto 
volume,  of  near  500  pages,  and  fo  full  of 
various  matter,  even  tho’  he  had  had  tho 
curiofity  to  look  into  it. 

He  fays,  “  I  have  offered  nothing  but 
“  phyfiological  conjecture.”  What  he 
calls  by  that  name  is  a  fet  of  phyfiological 
pofitions,  which  both  fides  are  agreed  in ; 
which  I  lay  down  as  principles  to  reafon 
from ;  and  their  immediate  confequences. 
And  furely  this  is  a  fair  way  of  proceed¬ 
ing,  to  wit,  to  draw  a  conclufion  againfl: 
Haller’s  opinion,  from  premiffes  which 
he  himfelf  admits.  But  thefe  pofitions 
are  all  fupported,  not  only  by  the  clofeft 
reafonings,  from  the  manifefl:  ftructure 
of  the  parts  concerned  in  refpiration  y 
bulikewife  by  a  variety  of  obfervations. 
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and  experiments  made  upon  living  ani¬ 
mals.  Are  fuch  politions,  and  confe- 
quences  fairly  deduced  from  them,  to 
be  termed  only  conjectures  ?  This  is  a 
fpecimen  of  the  Reviewer’s  candour.  Af¬ 
ter  fuch  an  affertion,  I  fhould  fcarce  be 
furprifed  if  he  called  the  circulation  of 
the  blood  a  conjecture  j  they  being  pretty 
nigh  as  fully  proved  as  it  is,  and  by  ar¬ 
guments  of  the  fame  kind. 

My  conjectures,  to  wit,  the  pofitions 
juft  now  fpoke  of,  and  their  confe- 
quences,  he  owns,  "  are  fupported  by 
“  ingenious  obfervations  on  cafes  dedu- 
“  ced  from  the  Sepulchretum  of  Bonetus.” 
I'  thank  him  for  his  compliment.  If 
they  are  fair,  and  not  drained,  it  is 
enough  for  me.  But  there  is  one  part  of 
that  work  referred  to  in  page  20th,  in 
which  nine  inftances  are  recorded  of  fa¬ 
tal  Dyipncea,  in  all  which  adhefions  of 
the  lungs  to  the  Pleura  are  the  only  pre¬ 
ternatural  appearances,  which  that  fymp- 
tom  can  be  imputed  to,  no  other  being 
noted.  This  is  a  duller  of  ftubborn 
fads,  which  tallying  with  politions  lb 
well  founded  as  mine  are,  and  their  con- 
fequences,  go  a  great  way  towards  even 
demonftrating  that  fuch  adhelions  are 
fometimes  the  principal  caufe  of  Dy- 
fpncea.  There  js  no  occalion  for  inge¬ 
nuity 
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unity  here;  the  obfervation  is  plain  and 
obvious. 

He  fays,  ££  I  (the  Letter-writer)  am 
“  fenfible  my  reafonings  from  Bonetus  do 
“  not  amount  to  convidion.”  This  is  a 
mifreprefentation  ;  I  have  no  where  faid 
fo,  nor  any  thing  from  which  this  may 
be  fairly  drawn  as  a  confequence.  I  fay, 
indeed,  “  that  I  have  laid  before  the 
“  reader  the  fubftance  of  what  occurred 
“  to  me  in  defence  of  Boerbaave  s  opinion 
“  the  more  diffidently,  becaufe  it  clafhed 
“  with  the  fentiments  of  the  other  il- 
“  luftrious  author.”  But  this  is  only  a 
decent  apology  for  differing  in  opinion 
from  fo  great  a  man  as  b Ldllo' y  and  comes 
with  fufficient  propriety  from  one,  who 
only  propofes  to  Hate  the  arguments  on 
both  fides ;  whatever  his  own  private 
opinion  may  be,  and  leaves  the  reader  to 
judge  for  himfelf.  However,  as  I  find  a 
fcrupulous  modefty  is  no  recommendation 
to  the  Critical  Reviewer’s  good  graces,  I 
take  this  opportunity  of  declaring  that, 
according  to  the  beft  of  my  own  judg¬ 
ment,  I  have,  in  the  Letter  I  am  now  de¬ 
fending,  faid  enough  to  make  it  appear 
that  Boerbaave  s  opinion  is  by  tar  the  more 
probable  of  the  two. 

He  next  adds,  “  Nor  are  the  practical 
“  inferences  any  more  precife  and  fatis- 

2  “  factory.” 
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tt  factory.5'  This  is  roundly  aiferted;  hut 
3tis  our  medical  dictator  that  fpeaks. 
Upon  this  occafion  let  me  alk  him,  is  not 
an  afiiduous  application  of  fomentations 
made  of  the  moft  emollient  vegetables  to 
the  fternum,  the  ribs  and  their  cartilages, 
precifely  adapted  to  give  relief  in  Dyf- 
pnGea,  upon  the  fuppofition  that  adhefions 
of  the  Lungs  to  the  Pleura  are  its  caufe, 
either  in  whole  or  in  part  ?  And  even 
tho3  fuch  adhefions  fhould  never  affeCt 
refpiration,  yet  as  this  remedy  is  perfect¬ 
ly  fafe,  may  it  not,  yea  ought  it  not  to 
be  tried  in  every  obftinateDifpncea,  where 
the  means  in  common  practice  are  inef¬ 
fectual  ?  (See  page  29th.)  This  is  per¬ 
haps  the  moft  interefting  pafiage  of  the 
Letter,  as  it  points  out  a  fafe  and  valuable 
remedy  againftDyfpnoea  in  general,  which 
is  feldom  or  never  thought  on ;  and  yet 
our  Reviewer  paftes  it  over,  perhaps  that 
it  might  not  ftand  in  the  way  of  his  un¬ 
bounded  and  out  rag  ions  fpirit  of  cenfure. 
However,  give  me  leave  now  to  add,  by 
way  of  improvement  on  this  moft  rational 
meafure,  that  in  the  intervals  between 
fomenting,  a  large  mucilage  plaifter,  fuf- 
ficient  to  cover  all  the  Thorax,  may  be 
kept  loofely  on  it,  in  order  to  preferve,  as 
much  as  poflible,  the  flexibility,  and  eafy 
motion  of  the  parts. 

H  Jm- 
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Immediately  after  he  fays,  “  the  fub- 
“  fequent  extrad  will  give  a  fufficient 
“  idea  of  the  whole  tendency  of  the 
“  pamphlet,  and  the  inftrudion  which 
“  the  praditioner  may  exped  from  this 
“  publication.”  And  quotes  from  my  Let¬ 
ter  a  long  paffage,  (from  page  30th  to 
34th)  in  which  nothing  is  contained  but  a 
recommendation  of  theextradof  Cicutce, 
where  adheiions  of  the  Lungs  to  the 
Pleura  are  apprehended  to  be  the  caufe  of 
Dyjpncea.  This  is  an  inuendo  that  the 
Letter  was  calculated  folely  for  ferving 
that  purpofe,  which  is  a  very  great  mi- 
ftake.  I  fhould  have  publillied  lbmething 
on  the  fame  febjed,  tho’  Dr.  Stork  had 
never  written  on  Cicuta.  The  cafe  of  a 
worthy  patient  of  mine  here,  was  the  oc- 
cafion  of  my  firft  taking  it  into  clofe  con- 
lideration.  He  laboured  under  a  conftant 
Dyjpncea ,  of  a  long  Handing,  with  a 
feemingly  good  pulie  for  the  moil  part ; 
and  was  all  along  remarkably  free  from 
cough.  I  apprehended,  and  declared, 
that  adheiions  of  the  Lungs  to  the  Pleura 
v/ere  the  principal  caufe  of  the  Dyjpncea ; 
but  an  eminent  phyfician  in  the  fouth, 
(who  was  conlulted  on  that  occaiion) 
was  of  opinion  that  an  Hydrops  Pedoris 
caufed  it ;  and  the  principal  reafon  he 
<*ave  for  thinking  io  was,  that  he  looked 

upon 
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upon  fuch  adhefions,  as  I  attributed  t be 
Dyfpncea  to,  as  entirely  harmlefs.  This 
fet  me  to  work  for  my  own  fatisfadfion, 
and  the  refult  of  my  enquiry  I  have  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  public.  Dr.  Stork’s  obfervations 
naturally  prefented  themfelves  in  my 
way.  To  affirm,  therefore,  that  the 
quotation  above  fpecified  gives  a  fufficient 
idea  of  the  whole  tendency  of  the  pam¬ 
phlet  is  another  mifreprefentation  of  the 
Reviewer’s,  and  grofler  than  the  for¬ 
mer.  What  hath  been  faid  in  the  laffc 
paragraph  proves  that  the  practitioner 
may  reap  fome  inftrudtion  from  it,  inde¬ 
pendently  on  the  virtues  of  Cicuta . 

He  concludes  his  ftridtures  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner  :  £C  What  {hare  of  addi- 
“  tional  reputation  to  Dr.  Flemyng  may 
“  accrue  from  this  feemingly  premature 
<c  epiftle,  we  {hall  leave  to  time  to  de- 
“  termine.”  This  fpeech  at  firft  afiio- 
nifhed  me,  and,  for  a  while,  I  could  not 
tell  what  to  make  of  it.  At  his  fetting 
out  he  had  pronounced  my  Letter  altoge¬ 
ther  unimportant  or  infignificant ;  and 
that  abfolutely  and  without  referve.  But 
now,  he  foftens  the  fentence,  and  inti¬ 
mates,  that  it  is  at  leaft;  barely  poffible, 
that  by  fome  event  within  the  womb  of 
time,  I  might  acquire  additional  reputa¬ 
tion,  upon  the  account  of  having  publifh- 

H  2  ed 


[  48  ] 

ed  this  epiftle,  tho’  it  be  feemingly  pre¬ 
mature  at  prefent.  If  this  be  not  his 
meaning,  I  own  I  am  fo  dull  as  not  to  be 
able  to  make  any  fenfe  at  all  of  it.  But 
before  I  proceed  farther,  let  me  obferve, 
that  the  Reviewer’s  firft  fentence  was  not 
only  feemingly,  but  certainly  premature, 
becaufe  he  changes  his  mind  before  he 
nnifhes  his  reflexions  on  the  Letter  under 
review  ;  which,  fetting  aflde  verbal  quo¬ 
tations  from  it,  fcarce  make  one  page  in 
odavo  :  but  let  us  go  on. 

The  grand  queftion  remaining  was. 
What  could  that  event  be?  I  believe  I 
have  at  length  found  it  out.  If  I  am  mis¬ 
taken,  it  is  not  wilfully,  but  through  his 
dark  and  enigmatical,  or,  which  is  ftill 
more  puzzling,  his  inconfiftent  manner  of 
writing. 

The  Critical  Reviewer,in  his  account  of 
Dr.  Stork’s  third  and  lafl:  treatife  on  the 
Virtues  of  the  Cicuta ,  informs  his  read¬ 
ers,  that  a  fociety  of  gentlemen,  pro¬ 
perly  qualified  for  the  purpofe,  had  un¬ 
dertaken  to  enquire  into  its  effeds  here 
at  home,  in  order  to  determine  whether 
it  is  as  much  to  be  depended  upon  for  the 
cure  of  feveral  obftinate  and  grievous  dif- 
eafes,  as  Dr.  Stork,  and  other  celebrated 
foreign  phyflcians  and  furgeons  have 
given  out.  And  he  juftly  waves  paffing 
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any  judgment  upon  that  performance* 
till  the  reiult  of  the  enquiry  of  the  focie- 
ty  be  known.  I  therefore  apprehend, 
that  by  calling  my  Letter  Seemingly  pre¬ 
mature,  he  means  its  publication  might 
have  been  better  put  off  till  the  fociety 
had  finished  their  report,  as  there  is  men¬ 
tion  made  in  it  of  the  extraordinary  re~ 
folving  powers  of  Cicuta ,  and  fome  ftrefs 
laid  thereupon,  for  the  removing  or 
leffening  the  bad  effects  of  the  adhefion§ 
I  was  treating  of.  Now,  even  Supposing 
I  had  known  early  enough  that  fuch  an 
enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  (and  to  the  heft  of 
my  remembrance,  I  did  not  know  of  it  till 
after  my  copy  was  fent  to  the  printer)  I 
had  no  reafon  to  delay  publishing  my  Let¬ 
ter  upon  that  account.  The  testimony  of 
Dr.  Stork ,  and  other  eminent  phyiicians, 
among  whom  is  the  celebrated  Van  Swie - 
ten ,  was  furely  foundation  enough  for 
every  thing  I  have  faid  in  favour  of  Cicuta ; 
efpecially,  as  1  fum  up  all  by  declaring, 
that  what  I  propofe  is  only  thrown  out  as 
a  hint  at  prefent,  and  Submitted  to  the 
candid  and  intelligent.  To  finish  pro¬ 
perly  an  enquiry  of  this  kind,  mu  ft  re¬ 
quire  years}  and  not  a  very  tew,  if  a  ne¬ 
gative  is  to  be  proved.  I  might  not  live 
long  enough  to  fee  its  conclusion.  And 
there  are  other  material  things  in  my 
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pamphlet,  independent  on  that  enquiry. 
It  was  not  therefore  in  the  leaft  meafure 
incumbent  on  me  to  put  off  its  publica¬ 
tion  upon  that  fcore. 

But  the  Reviewer  is  not  aware,  (I  ftill 
proceed  on  the  fuppofition  I  have  not 
miftaken  his  meaning)  that  by  pro¬ 
nouncing  my  pamphlet  feemingly  pre¬ 
mature,  upon  the  account  juft  now  men¬ 
tioned,  he  ipfo  faSto  changes  fides.  He 
had  faid  before,  that  Hallers,  arguments 
feem  clearly  to  determine  in  his  favour, 
that  no  Adhefions  of  the  Lungs  to  the 
Pleura,  can,  in  any  meafure  or  degree, 
hurt  refpiration.  Nihil  nocet  quidquam 
(refpirationij  ejus  vifceris  (pulmonis J  ad 
pleuram  adhejio,  are  Haller  s  woras.  If 
this  proportion  is  true,  no  refult  of  the 
fociety’s  enquiry,  be  it  favourable  or  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  the  German  obfervations,  can 
ever  add  any  utility  to  my  pamphlet,  or 
reputation  to  its  author;  becaufe,  fhould 
even  the  refolving  virtue  of  Cicuta  be 
confirmed  by  their  experiments,  it  can 
have  no  objedt,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
As  the  adhefions  are  entirely  harmlefs, 
there  fubfifts  no  curative  indication  of 
loofening  them  to  be  anfwered.  But  if 
my  pamphlet  can  become  in  time  of  any 
ufe  through  the  fociety’s  labours,  that 
muft  be  by  their  confirming  the  refolving 
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virtue  of  Cicuta,  whereby  the  adhefions 
may  be  removed  or  relieved,  and  this  ne~ 
ceffarily  implies  their  being  hurtful,  fo 
that  the  Reviewer,  if  he  will  make  fenfe 
of  what  he  concludes  his  remarks  with, 
muft  give  up  the  favourable  judgment  he 
had  before  paffed  upon  Haller  s  argu¬ 
ments,  and  admit,  that  Adhefions  of  the 
Lungs  to  the  Pleura  are  fometimes  detri¬ 
mental  to  refpiration.  So  confident  is  he 
with  himfelf!  fo  well  founded  are  his 
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magifterial  afiertions !  But  however  fickle 
he  is  in  his  fpeculative  opinions,  he  is 
ftaunch  and  true  to  one  practical  point,  to 
wit,  the  running  down  of  my  pamphlet. 
He  confutes,  changes  fides,  and  ftili 
confutes ;  like  the  moon,  with  refpect  to 
our  earth,  tho’  he  be  dill  turning  round, 
yet  he  always  keeps  the  fame  face  to¬ 
wards  his  author. 

Having  now  taken  into  clofe  confide- 
ration  every  thing  the  Critical  Reviewer 
hath  advanced,  in  order  to  difparage,  and, 
if  it  were  in  his  power,  to  crufli  my  fhort 
pamphlet ;  and  having,  I  flatter  myjfelf, 
made  it  inconteflably  appear,  that  it  is 
neither  fo  infignificant,  as  he  impotently 
would  reprefent  it,  nor  premature  upon 
the  whole,  I  fhall  take  my  leave  of  the 
reader,  with  certification  that  whatever 
may  henceforth  be  publifhed,  either 
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againft  the  Letter  itfelf,  or  this  defence, 
fhall  pafs  unnoticed  by  me.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  beftowed  as  much  time  and  pains 
upon  my  fubjedfc,  as,  I  appiehenu,  lo  fmall 
a  particle  of  medicine  may  be  fairly 
thought  to  require,  and  rather  more  than 
my  other  occupations  could  well  permit. 
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